Editor’s Note

| am happy to bring to you the special Onam edition
of this newsletter with content gathered from our
community. Onam remains the common thread
through this newsletter and | hope you enjoy reading
this edition of Manca Post.

Manca Post remains committed to be the platform for
our community to connect and the team looks
forward to every opportunity to be the facilitator in
this direction. We earnestly urge our readers to make
this a communication channel of choice. Happy
Onam & Happy Reading!!-

Dr. Ajit Nair

Our New President-

MANCA'’s newly elected president Jose Mampillil assumes
leadership of MANCA on 9/17/2011. MANCA is sure to
benefit from his leadership as Jose brings the strength of his
experience as people leader and social work to the fore. He
is an active member of many other professional and
community organizations. Earlier he was the Vice President
(2009-2011) and Secretary (2007-2009)of MANCA. Our
best wishes are with Jose and we are confident that he will
lead MANCA forward with a dynamic team of board members
and its wonderful members.

Jose can be reached at (408)836-5804, email: sifiline@yahoo.com

From the President’s Desk

Welcome to the Onam edition of Manca Post!

| do believe that this newsletter has been a fine example of a
lively, entertaining community channel that the team envisioned to
carry forward and | wish the MANCA POST all the very best in its
endeavors.

| especially thank Dr Ajit Nair for fostering the efforts of the team
and producing the news letter especially this special edition for
Onam.

As | step down as President of MANCA | am happy and thrilled that
there is an extremely efficient leader & team to carry our efforts
forward.

I would like to thank everyone for the wonderful opportunity of
serving as President of MANCA for the last 2 eventful years. Wish
each of you the very best in all your endeavours. Happy Onam.

Tojo Thomas
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ONAM- Reflections
Jose Thekkumthala
I have very fond memories of Onam.

Its festivities and pageantry encapsulate the varied
arts, music and culture of Kerala. I look forward to
Onam because of the promise it holds out, as appealing
as an unfinished dream. The promise of Onam is to
remind me of my bond with Kerala and its heritage and
how intertwined I am with many aspects that
constitute Kerala, not the least being its grand natural
beauty. I have a blind faith in the promise that Onam
extends.

Onam brings to memory the beauty of rural Kerala that
naturally elevates imagination to poetic proportions.
Nothing can be a better backdrop to Onam than
Kerala’s vibrant natural beauty with its spectacular
greenery. To me, Onam brings thoughts and memories
of Kerala. Some of those thoughts surface
spontaneously, especially in the long lazy evenings
drenched by heavy rain. On those occasions, my mind
wanders into those long-lost rainy days of Kerala and
gets washed over by a melancholic mood.

I may be thousands and thousands of miles away from
Kerala, but when I listen to the turbulent skies where
thunder roar and rumble like a hundred drums, I know
I am in Kerala; when I hear the soothing sounds of a
flowing river, I know I am in Kerala; when I am
engulfed in a mellifluous melody emanating from the
tall palm trees dancing in the breeze, I know I am in
Kerala; when I see flock of birds rhythmically reciting a
song whose meaning only they know, I know I am in
Kerala; when I see them flying carefree and disappear
into the cloud-laden sky, I know I am in Kerala!

Kerala is conglomeration of a million images. They are
etched in memory so vividly that time will not erase
them. Kerala is a visual mindscape of fond memories of
my childhood, it is the sweet music of the birds that fly
over our fields and perch on the tops of coconut palm
trees, it is the long winding roads that snake through
rural Kerala, it is the placid waters of many a lagoon, it
is the thunderous rains of the monsoon season, it is the
rolling hills that dot the countryside, it is the beautiful
sunset over the Arabian sea, it is the cool moon-lit night
descending upon the mango groves, it is the interplay
of light and shadow cast by thousands of plantain tree
leaves in the ever-peaceful evenings!

To me, Kerala consists of an unending array of
refreshing mornings that bathe the meadows in a
shroud of immaculate dewdrops; it consists of many a
starlit night when jasmine spreads its other-worldly
fragrance; it consists of thousands of moon-lit nights
when Paala tree blooms in the temple courtyard...

Onam brings all these memories in a golden green
banana leaf, to be savored to our heart’s content. I look
forward to Onam because it embodies what Kerala is at
its best.

It reminds me that I belong to Kerala whose pristine
beauty is jealously guarded by the Western Ghats
standing as faithful sentinel from the time immemorial.
I know Onam will arrive next year and the year after
and beyond with refreshing regularity of a sunrise. I
know Onam will extend to me an annual red carpet
welcome to the emerald green meadows of Kerala,
extending all the way from the gorgeous mountains in
the east through the rivers in the middle flatlands to
the glittering waters of the Arabian Sea. The blue sea
unleashes a cascade of waves that travel to the coast
with a single-minded determination to perform an act
of martyrdom if only to have a last embrace of the
coastal Kerala!

When Onam arrives I know I have always been proud
to be part of Kerala of a blinding beauty, a land
sandwiched by the Western Ghats and the Arabian Sea
with a canopy of sapphire-blue sky. I then know that I
am standing on the land that Parasuraman retrieved
from the sea. I will then know that I belong to the
mythical history of Mahabali who dreamed and built a
land of prosperity, for which he sacrificed himself and
then [ will realize that the idea of Kerala was worth that
sacrifice.

When [ stand watching the pristine waters of the
Arabian Sea reddened by a fiery sunset, reflecting on
the unique heritage I have been bestowed upon,. Onam
will then remind me that in this love affair, one can
seek redemption. Onam will then remind me that in
this love affair, one can always seek salvation!
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Federation of Kerala Associations in North America

National Spelling Bee Contest

Calitornla Ragion.al PFoalimm=a

ank you Sponsors
Dr Ajit Nair, Dr Sonia Mathew, St Thomas Pre School Milpitas, Biju Mathew fwww.growingstars.con),
Jacob Varghese, Jaiwie Maikbatil ®hilip Karukaparawpil, Josepl (Coconut ), MANCA

KELLER ‘VILLLAI\'IS ” 5994 W. Las Positas Bivd. #101 « Pleasanton CA 94588

Pauline Shah

REALTOR® - RDCPro - REO Specialist
DRE Lic# 01036299

925.895.4155

Pauline@PaulineShah.com
www.PaulineShah.com

Partner with Pauline for Your Real Estate Needs.

Thank you for your support. We would love to hear from you!

For contributions, please send us your articles, poems, pictures, etc within the second week of the last month of
any quarter so we can include it in the forthcoming publication. The publishers will reserve the right to publish
any article or work. To reach us, please email us at: mancapost@mancaonline.org




